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EDITORIAL 

Entwicklungshilfe hat seit Beginn der 60er Jahre einen festen Platz in 
den Budgets der Industrie länder, die dazugehörige Entwicklungspolitik hat 
sich zu einem fixen Bestandteil der policies dieser Staaten entwickelt. Al
lerdings ist das Ausmaß und die Durchführung der Entwicklungspolitik 
nach Ländern sehr verschieden. Die österreichische Entwicklungspolitik 
wird offiziell als "qualitativ gut" bezeichnet, rangiert dem Ausmaß nach 
aber an letzter Stelle im OECD-Bereich und ist organisatorisch besonders 
gehandikapt, was in vielen Mikro-Projekten zum Ausdruck kommt. In die
sem Heft soll die Entwicklungspolitik von zwei vergleichbaren Ländern, 
Finnland und der Schweiz, analysiert werden, um von daher eventuell Auf
schlüsse zu einer Verbesserung zu erhalten. Im vorliegenden Schweizer 
Beitrag wird allerdings zunächst eingeschränkt nur der industriepolitische 
Aspekt der Entwicklungspolitik behande~. 

Mit dem Beitrag von Peter Storer zum Verhältnis Brasilien - Internatio
naler Währungsfonds werden die Ergebnisse einer Diplomarbeit am Salz
burger Institut für Politikwissenschaft präsentiert, die aus umfangreichen 
Recherchen, auch vor Ort, gewonnen wurden. 

Anse/rn Skuhra 
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Lauri Siitonen 
POLICIES AND PRACTICES OF FINNISH DEVELOPMENT 
COOPERATION 

Introduction 

The rapid growth of Finnish development aid in the 1980s has attracted 
lavourable attention abroad. After a late start, Finland has increased her 
aid over the last ten years laster than any other OECD country. In 1989, 
Finnish aid approached the level of 0.7 % 01 GNP, or the UN target so far 
attained only by lour other OECD countries - her Scandinavian sisters 
(Norway, Denmark, and Sweden) and the Netherlands. What are the lac
tors behind the rapid expansion of the Finnish aid, and how has it effected 
the structure and organization 01 cooperation? The aim of this article is to 
give an answer by examining Finland's Third World relations , and by 
analyzing her development cooperation policies. 

1) Background to Flnland's Relations wlth The Third World 

Historically speaking, Finland's relations with the peoples and countries 
of the Third World are of a relatively late date, As a small country, without 
a colonial history 01 her own, situated far in the northern Europe, and gain
ing independence only in the beginning of this century, Finland lacks major 
contacts with Third World countries. Before the independence, in 1917, 
and until the 1950's, her Third World relations were based mainly on cul
tural, missionary and economic activities. 

As regards the early cu~ural contacts, the work 01 Finnish explorers and 
researchers studying Third World areas and peoples has largely con
tributed to the scientific culture of Finland.1 Vet, for the majority of Finns, it 
was the Lutheran missionaries who, until very presently, were the leading 
direct source of information on Third World peoples and cultures. When 
thinking about the actual loreign relations, the role 01 Finnish missionary 
work in Namibia, where the activities started in the 1860's, has been 01 
special importance. 2 

Trade has aiways been the major economic link between Finland and 
the Third World countries, A relatively small volume 01 Finnish investment 
activities in developing countries can be explained in terms 01 the structure 
of her economy, based mainly on the local raw materials (Iorestry) and im-
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